xiv                     INTRODUCTION

section which contains poems not previously pre-
sented in a collected form, while the book ends
with three 'Bush Poems' much sung in the bush,
and generally ascnbed to Gordon, but which, in my
opinion, are not his work.

BIOQBAPHICAL SKETCH

A brief account of Gordon's short life will conduce
to the better understanding of his poems.

He was the direct descendant of the original Adam
of Gordon, who was rewarded with tke Gordon country
in Aberdeenshire for deserting from Edward I. to the
Bruce; of the Gordon who was killed in the great
battle of Pinkie; of the Marquess of Huntly, who laid
down his head as finely as Montrose for his king; of
the Gordon who was out in the Forty-five; of the
Peterborough of the Spanish Succession; of a Duke of
Gordon and an Earl of Aberdeen. And his mother
was brought up by the brother of the Lady Anne
Lindsay who wrote c Auld Robin Gray.' His father,
Captain Adam Durnford Gordon, was a dashing
Indian officer who settled successively in the Azores,
the Madeiras, and at Cheltenham. Adam Lindsay
was born in the Azores on October 19,1833. He was
sent to Cheltenham College at the immature age of
seven, on the day that it opened its doors, and there he
was received by the future Lord James of Hereford,
who showed signs of a remarkable future by arriving
at the school a day before the time.

After he had been at school a year, Lindsay dis-
appears from the College register and the ken of
every biographer for six years, when he appears as a